	From Glory to Glory

 Matt 19:16 And someone came to Him and said, "Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?"  17And He said to him, "Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments."  18Then he said to Him, "Which ones?" And Jesus said, "You shall not commit murder; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; 19honor your father and mother; and you shall love your neighbor as yourself." 20The young man said to Him, "All these things I have kept; what am I still lacking?" 21Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 22But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property.  23And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  24Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  25When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, "Then who can be saved?" 26And looking at them Jesus said to them, "With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 

What is the Kingdom of God and how does releasing earthly treasure gain spiritual treasure?

 In order to gain a better understanding of this passage and two others I want to share, we need to be able to look past the glory of this world to the glory of the eternal world.

Let’s start with the rich young man who asked Jesus about how he could gain eternal life. He knew keeping the commandments was important. Jesus even affirmed this by repeating them. But the man had to do one more thing – sell all that he had. I’ve heard many say this parable means that we can’t be wealthy and saved. I disagree with that. I would offer that it was not the possessions he had, but that he was possessed by them. We need to understand first that the Kingdom of Heaven is now. It is the collection of all of us who believe Christ is our Savior and strive to make our lives holy each day. It is not a kingdom with boundaries or division lines. It is a kingdom of relationships.
	Healthy relationships are not bought. They are the product of a lot of love and determination and work. Our relationship with God is the same, and at times it can seem even more difficult, since our conversation with Him tends to be one sided. If we do choose to pursue a holy life, to focus our eyes less on the glorious things we might achieve or attain or acquire in this world and more on the glorious peace and hope and encouragement of Christ, we will become much more aware of God in our lives. We'll live healthier lives. We'll move from pursuing the glory of this world to living in the glory of the Kingdom of Heaven.

“Well, I’m not all that spiritual,” you might say. Fair enough. I would offer that none of us have the complete “in” on God.  In fact, I would offer that those of us who are all too aware of how NOT spiritual we are, are the people with whom God can do the greatest things!

II Cor 12:7 To keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me – to keep me from exalting myself!  8Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

How is it that when we are weak for Christ’s sake, we are strong?

It’s really not too difficult a concept to grasp, but most of us hope the experience will happen to someone else! Here’s a story that serves as a parable:

In 1968, as the Olympic awarding had just finished and everybody was about to pack up and leave, the announcer began asking everyone to remain as the last runner, bloodied and limping, entered the stadium.  That last runner was welcomed with a standing ovation. Early in the race, John Stephen Akhwari, from Tanzania, had fallen and hit his head and broken his knee. But he never stopped running toward the finish 

	line. When asked why he never stopped, he said, "My country did not send me over 11,000 km to start the race, but to finish it."

We are impressed with this story, not because John Stephen Akhwari was the strongest runner, but because in the weakness of his earthly body, the glory of his spirit shone brightly. The same is true every time we shine Christ outward, through our lives – when we express love instead of criticism, when we spend a little more time with someone instead of something, when we invest ourselves in helping others instead of seeking to gain some passing thing from this world.

“Well, you don’t really know who I am deep down,” you might say. “I’m no hero. I’ve lived a hard life, and I have more doubts about God and the Bible than I do faith.”

Again, fair enough. I would offer to you that even if you think you’ve completely written off God in your deepest heart, there is still a seed of eternal glory within you.

I Cor 15:40 There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another.  41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

What does it mean that within the perishable, the dishonorable and the natural there are the imperishable, the honorable and the spiritual? The simplest illustration I can think of is that of a hand inside a glove. If I put on a glove, it moves any way that I move my hand. The glove has no ability to do anything without my hand inside it. Our mortal body is something like that. Our brain directs all the motions and activity within our flesh, but there is something about ourselves that we are aware of that goes beyond just our brain.
	René Descartes said, “I think; therefore I am.” That was a philosophical statement, but it captures the same idea that there is something within us that goes beyond what we can see or touch. It is our spirit. It is that part of us that is eternal.  The writer of Ecclesiastes said that God set eternity in our hearts. That is the immortal, the honorable and the imperishable part of who we are. 

We are tasked to nurture that part. If we do not – that is, if we live our lives critical of others, bitter about our fortunes and angry at God, that piece of eternity remains only a seed within us. If, however, we speak with grace to those around us, even when they don’t deserve it; if we help someone in need, even if it is costly to us in time or money or resources; if we get up each morning and say, "God, I believe in You,” even when we have so many doubts that we feel like we’re wasting our breath – when we do these things, we nurture the greater glory within us. We allow Christ to grow inside our spirit. We allow eternal glory to shine in our lives, when we are beaten down or old and withered. We move from the glory of this world to the glory of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Christ had a worldly glory when he entered the gates of Jerusalem so long ago. Everyone praised Him. Still, He knew that He had to set aside that lesser glory for the greater one. He took up a literal cross and died for us. Afterwards, He rose from the grave to show us who He really is and that He really has redeemed mankind. We may never carry a wooden cross, but we certainly have our crosses to bear.

As you go through this week, nurture the eternal glory within you. In doing so, you will be strengthened and blessed. You will also allow Christ to shine His eternal glory through you, to all who are around you.
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