	What Are You Looking For?

Matthew11:1-6

      Now when John (the Baptist) in prison heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples, and said to Him, “Are you the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” And Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.”
     John the Baptist heard the voice of God and saw His Holy Spirit on descend upon Jesus when he was baptized. And yet, here he is in prison sending out his disciples to find out: Is Jesus the Messiah?           John was seeking Jesus.

     What are we seeking? When we get up in the morning, what are we expecting from the day: good things or bad? When we speak to others what do we expect from them: good things or bad? When we watch situations unfold in our relationships, our church, our community, our nation, our world, what are we expecting to find: things going downhill … or the kingdom of God?

     On Feb 4, 1999, just after midnight, Amadou Diallo, a New York City street vendor known for always smiling and for loving America, entered his apartment building. He was spotted by member of the Street Crime Unit, an elite unit of officers who patrolled crime-ridden areas of the city. The unit had been extraordinarily successful in reducing crime, but its methods were often criticized for being too aggressive. In particular, it was clear that African-American and Hispanic men were being singled out by the unit. Thousands had been routinely stopped, frisked and searched. That winter night in 1999, Amadou Diallo would have been one more. Four white police officers from the unit spotted Diallo. He matched the general description of a suspected rapist they were searching for. The police though that Diallo looked suspicious as he appeared to duck into his building to avoid them. As they approached, he reached into his pocket and began pulling  out a black object. Thinking that the object was a gun, the police opened fire. Forty-one shots. Nineteen of them hit Diallo, 
	and he lay dead in the vestibule. The police removed the black object from his hand. It was a wallet. Diallo did not have a weapon.
      The NYC Street Crime Unit had become so invested in seeking crime that they began seeing criminals and guns even where they did not exist. They were seeking things of this world, not the Kingdom of God and in the end, they were deceived and an innocent man lay dead after 41 shots were fired.

      What are we seeking? Are we looking for what we “know” is already there, or are we looking for the unexpected things in life?
     Some of are seeking the necessities of life and we’re worried we won’t get them.  

     Jesus said: Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you. So does this mean that a Christian will never starve to death? Does this mean that a Christian will never be naked and in need of clothes?

   I think “usually,” but not always.
   “But that’s what the Bible says and if I don’t believe the Bible then I must be saying God is a liar!”
   To this, I would ask: “What are you seeking from scripture?”

Are you looking for “The Equation?”  

Profess the right words = eternal salvation

Pray with faith = prayer answered the way you expect it

Honor God = live a long and prosperous life
The problem with this sort of equation is that it has a spiritual element on one side and an earthly outcome on the other. Life doesn’t typically work that way. Spiritual inputs yield spiritual outcomes. Earthly inputs yield earthly outcomes. 

When Jesus says “these things” will be added to you, I do believe he’s addressing that God knows and will meet our material needs, but more importantly he knows our inner need – in this case freedom from anxiety.  Do any of you worry more than you should?  I know I do. What if I told you that I can’t promise that you’ll always have the answers you’re looking for … but that 


	starting today, you’ll never get worked up in worry about things you’re uncertain about? I suspect there are a few of you out there that would take me up on this. I would offer to you that I believe this is precisely what Jesus is saying. I will also tell you that while I still do struggle with anxiety, the more I’ve given this prayer back to God over the years, the less I’ve come to worry and the more I’ve seen His hand at work. I’m learning to “Seek the Kingdom of God.”
John has been speaking in recent weeks about the idea that we have a hole in our heart; we have a particular hurt that we need to deal with, but we often cover it up. This construction paper illustration reminds me of a story a friend told me about when she was in marriage counseling. The counselor told her to draw a heart on a white piece of paper, and then put a small dot in the center of it. She did. The counselor then turned to her new husband and said: “This is your wife’s heart. Look at how much of it is white and beautiful, there is only one little spot that blemishes it. This spot from her past is what you are focusing on. You need to start looking at the good in her heart, and not the spot from her past.”

What are you seeking from others? Are you looking at the blemishes and faults? If so, you’ll certainly find them – we all have them. 
Or, are you looking for the good in each person. George Fox, the founder of Quakerism, said there is “that of God in every man.”  Scripture supports this by both stating that Adam and Eve were made in the image of God and also by our Christian belief that the Holy Spirit dwells within us. 

What are you seeking to find in others? Are you looking for “that of God?” Are you looking for the Spirit of Christ? If so, you will certainly find it, for that IS something Jesus promises. 
	“For everyone who asks receives, and he who seek finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.”Matt 7:8  This is a promise of asking, seeking and knocking for the things of the Kingdom of God.

“He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him."John 14:21
If we ask to see the blessings in our life, if we seek out that of God in everyone, if we knock on the doors to the Kingdom of Heaven, we will find all these things.  The really, really wonderful thing about this is that our lives become transformed in the process. Christ heals the tears in our hearts. We begin to see the good in others and interact with them on a kinder basis. We gain hope for our future, because we see the blessings of God within this day. 

I want to close by having you look at the silhouette image you have with your bulletin. What do you see?  (Cowboy, horse, gate, cloud).  Now, look again and let me ask you this question: “Which way is the cowboy and horse going, inside the gate or out?”
There is no right answer. The illustration is intentionally ambiguous. Such are many situations in our lives; how we address them are directly related to what we are looking for within them.

 Are we looking inside the gated sections of our heart at what we are certain we know about the person or situation, or are we willing to walk outside those gates and ask God: “What is in this person or situation that You would have me see?”
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